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In this Learning Activity Packet (LAP) students, 
mostly^n small groups, analyze -and compare a few major features of 
the Canadian and American governments. .The LAP is divided ipto six 
learning objectives: 1) Both the United states and Canada are 
sovereign nations. What is sovereignty? what are nations?; 2) People 
throughout the world are governed in many WEys.. Canada and the , U.S. . 
are veiy much alike. ; 3) iwhat is a leader? what Icinds of leadership 
exists in your group? How does a leader gain his position? In what 
ways is a leader needed? Nations have leaders. .What do they do? In 
what different styles do they lead? T^e all leaders good leaders? Why 
not?; 4) If people are to live under governments, how do they protect 
themselves from allowing the leaders and government f rpm becoming too 
powerful?; 5) How are leaders chosen? How do you choose the leaders 
of your group? flow do countries choose their leaders? U.S. . and 
Canada? state or province?; and, 6) What is federalism? How does it 
work? What are similarities between the two countries. .Each objective 
is .accompanied by suggested learning activities. .Some other LAPs are 
so 006 140-145. . (OPH) 
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Americans and Can^.^^an's both beHcve that they live in a 
^sro^ cieiriccra^.lc nation. Both have a representative type of 
government with elected officials acting foi* the r^ecple. 

The two naf-lons developed With a- common British heritage. 
Oh the Oi-.s hand* Canada, has cc»ietf*the English system of govern- 
" ment and has remained within the Commonwealth of Nations - a 
cooperative group of former English colonies . On tfie other • 
hand, the United States separatedj^rora Great Britain in /the 
Revolutionary War, used English ideas and customs as a back- 
ground arid developed a different system using ideas of the day 
and practices tried out during the cplohl^^ - ' 

a. 

' Both nations have a federal structure, which includes a 
national government , with majjor subdlYlslohs called states in 
the United States and provinces in Canada. .' 

Political parties have become ah essential part 'of both 
countries , in the election process-. I 

■ ■ ■ . ■■■ .- ■ . ■ - 

In this LAP you will ;wprk nips tly in small groups; mia exT 
amine a few of the inaj or factors ln-:i;he?e two governments^ 



Objective 1 

Both ttie United States and Canada are sovereign nations. 
What Is sovereignty? JWhat are nations? • 



Activity 1 

After reading The Discoverers ^ p. 42-^^9, name three (3) 
explorers and trace their areas -of. exp rotations. The area in- , 
eluded Is the present New Ehgland and. eastern Canadian Wg:^ons. . 

Activity 2 . ■ . 

Given a blank map, and""using 53 of New France ^ shade with 
a color ^ey the^ Pren^^r^nd English s^ttleihBnts by 176O. Explain 
to your group the reasons for portions Qf i;hls area being in{ 
dispute* _^ ^ - 

Activity 3 • 

Discuss with a small group the fdllov/ing, questions : What 
is the way in which a faniily is governed? Dp all families 

function in the same^way?. How do famliies^ compare with nations? 

- " - - - 

Activity 4 ' / " - 

After a century of being a Britlsli cpibhyy Cari^^^ gained 
. her sovereignty through an -eyplutipna^^ In -18 6? Canada 

took a giant step in this directlpn with the 
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British North American Act. Ihis act usually called the BNA Act 
is really the Canadian constitution. This act named the new* 
country the Dominion of Canada which then Bfegan Its vray - 
toward full Independence* Though loosely tied to Great Britain, 
Canada began to act Independently with other nations. It has. 
really been since the ^Statute of Westminster of 1931 that Canada 
has acted as -a, full, sovereign nation with the other nations. 
Ev^n today, she, by choice, shares the monarch (king or queen) 
with Great Britain. Thus Elizabeth II is also Queen of Canada. 

The United States - declared its /independence in 1776 and 
concluded its war ..for independence in 1783 with the Treaty of 
Paris., The new nation iiowly .g|ined recpghition- as a sovereign* 
nation after a few .years of proving its ability to survive . 

Using the above statement myce a tlm% line which shows the 
comparison^^of the United State| ayid Caiiada in the development 
of sovereignty.-'from^he time both were colonies of England. \ 



Objective 2 ^ . 

People throughout the world are governed In- many ways. 
Canada and the United States are very much alike. 



Activity 1 

, Using an encyclopedia or another source look up the deflnl-^ 
tion of democraq^f^ How are -systems democratic? Democracy 
functions through our elected representatives - the President 
and Vice President , congressmen, senators and the like; in 
Canada,* the members of parliament, etc* TOius -both 'countries - 
are democracies, arid have a .representative system. 

Activity. 2 

In your small group discuss these questions : 

What is government? 
What/ kinds o^^^ 

What sjUnilariti^ gcvernments of 

the United ^^S^ 
How. does a countr^^ 

Look at Harrlhgton:, How^ People Live in Canada > p. 56-68 

Activity 3 ' ' ' 

Using transparency #2 mark > oa It:^^:*^^ a transparency -mark^^ 
showing the matching .role for e^^ 

Activity it * * , ■ " 

Usin^ the two pie graphs wfelich ihpw^^ 
couhtrjr Ih earl^^ .^O-'^^^^^^^ 



of usee. What does it tell you about . the goals and responsl^ 
bllltles of each country? 

Activity 5 . ' 

Vlth a frlfend plan to change a law In both countries. Use 
the chart of p. 58 of How People Live In Canada 'ind the trans- 
parency #8 on fclTe^Americmi process. Each orie of you taka a 
different co\mtry and, explain to the other thie steps ^to be taken. 
The law might be: * 

A law to provide a moratorium (to stop for a while) 
on .deer hunting for one year in ^order tp restore t^^"^ 
deer population.^ / 
Another might be: ' * " 

A law to limit the school week to four days in oiPder 
to provide- for more teaching materials with the saving 
. in salaries and cost's of school plant operations' from 
the fifth day. _ " ^ > 

Or one of your choice. 



t 
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Objective 3 

V/hat is a leader? What kinds of leadership^ave ycu seen 
in your group? How does a leader gain his position? In what 
way is a leader needed?^ Jatiohs have' leaders. What do they do? 
In what different "styles" dp they lead?< . Are all leaders good 
. I leaders? Why not? 



Activity 1 

Form a small group_and discuss these ideas of leadership. 
What are the qualities of leadership needed for each of these 
groups? 

a. your classroom ' r- 

b. football team i - 

c. people stranded on an uninhabited island^ 

d. a club ' - 

e. the government i 

Which qualities appear to be the same? How- do people become 
leaders? Who are the goverriment ieaders you knbw of and at what 
levels of goverriment do they l¥ad? In what- way . do. they do their 
Jobs well? 

Activity 2 ' 'j-r^ 

Many countries have a "hi^ad^^f^state" as the single national 



leader; some have more than one leider. Using an encyclopedia 
name the heads of state and their tit les for -t he United States 
- and Csihada and for 5 addltipnai countries, " • \. 
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Activity 3 ; . - 

Some nations have a head of state who Is also the head of 
the government. In ocher couritrles these polltlons are separated. 
Using 2 transparencies, #5 and #6, and-their overlays dealing 
with this topic point out 4 or 5 specific differences between 
the United States and Canada covering such topics as duties, 
responsibilities, appointment, etc. 



■ Objective 

' If people are to live ufider.'-governments , how do they protect 
themselves from allowing the leaders and the government from 
becoming too powerful. " 



"Activity 1 ' ^ 

\ In your small group,. discuss these questions: 

^How {'.Q people feel about rules? 
• » Vtoat is good about: rules? " ro/i'9 

What rules do you have. at home? Good? Bad.' 
What rights do you have at home? *• ^ — 
What rules -are-there at scliool? . 

Activity 2 . , 

Both Canada and thi ynited States arfe nations whose govern- 
ments are'^e/med in their- constitutions. Among its purposes th^ 
United States Constitution (1787) proviaes for the organization, 
operation, and duties of the 'goveshmfent^ ^i 
America W (1867) carles put i,si|^ar to^ 
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The-BNA Act was an act of the British Parliament. "There are 
^^branches*^ of government In both countries! 



ExecuM^ . 

feslglative 
Judicial 



^ . . . Administers the government 
carries out the law 

.... makes the law 

.... Interprets the laws 



In the United States the three branches are cleai'ly separate. 
This system is called "separation of jjpwers". The separation 
of power is aldecl by , another important principle known as "checks 
and balances" and it works to prevent any »one of the three 
bran-Ches from, becoming too powerful i • . 

.However, in Ganada/l^^is the p^ppM system which 

provides for "checks". The executive -a^^ 
are merged.' The ppposlti©h political p&'ty:^: ca^^^^^^ 
Loyal ppposltion, acts; as a*chebk on the' m^^^ (Her Majesty's 

QoVemment). v i ' ' 

Use transparehcy #4^^ a^ diSiuss wi#4 W 
in which each system works.' " 



Activity 3 . • 

Both countries have common ties with Great Britain.. The 
c ivil r ight s and - f r.e||pm^^ 

^enturteii. of : j^trug^ ;|rith *t>e 



L 
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following "portions of documents compare the ancient law with 

current American and Canadian constitutional lav7S.- 

1. Magna Carta, June 15, .1215 

"No free man shall be taken or imprisoned or 
disposed, or outlawedj or banished. . .except - 
by tfie legal Judgement of his 'peers or by the 
law of the land." 

Canadian Bill of Rights, August .10, i960 

"No law 6'f Canada shall be construed or applied 
so as to 

»- ' 

(a) authorize or effect the arbitrary detention, 
imprisonment or exile_of any person " 

U. S. Constitution, December "15, 179.1 ~ 

"In all criminal prose '.it ions,, the accused shall 
enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by 
an impartial Jury of the State and district where- 
in the criAe shall have beeri: coimnitteci.. . . 



2. The British Bill of Hlghts, I688 - 

"Subjects, which are Protestants 5 may provide- and 
keep arms, for their common defense." 

- ' U. S. Constitution, 1791 . * * 

Article 2 ■ 

". . .the right of the people to.keep andvbfiar 
Arms, should not be infrjynged." 




3. The British Bfll of Rights, I6 88, 

"Excessive bail ought not to-, be' Required, no 
. excesisive f iries IMppsed, nor 'cruel and unusual 
punishments infli^tedV' 
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. -.Canadian Bill of Rights, i960 ^ \= • 

"...no law of Canada shall be construed or applied 
so as to 

(b) impose cr a.uthorlze the Imposition of cruel 
and unusu&l treatment or punishment." 

With two other ^peogie think up a situation v/here each of thb 
three laws would give a citizen protection. Take one of the: 
three and share your Ide^s .with the other two student^. 



Activity H ^ ^ 

Using the chart on page n dravz a line between Canada and 
the United States showing corresponding rights. 
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BILL" OF RIGHTS 



CANADA I960. 
Part 1. 

1.^. It is hereby recognized 
?nd declared that in Canada 
there have existed without 
discrimination by reason of 
race, national origin,' colour, 
religion, or sex, the follow- 
ing human rights and funda- 
mental freedoms, namely 

(a) The fight of the Individ-- 
ual to life, liberty security 
of the person and enjoyment 

of property, and the right 
not to be deprived thereof 
except by due ^^process of^^aw;' 

(b) the right of the Individ- 
ual to equality before the\ 
latf ; . _ - \ 
to) freedom of ^ religion; 

(d) freedom of speech; 

(e) freedom of assembly and: 
association: arid - • * 

m - 

(f) freedom of the- press 



UNITED STATES (1791 declared in- 
fer ce) 

Article 1 ' 



Congress shall make no laws 
respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof or.%-bridglng 
the freedom of speech, or of the 
press; or the right of the .people— 
peaceably to assemble,, and to 
petition' the iJbvernment for a 
redress of grievances. ' - 



r 
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Objective 5' 

How are leaders- chosen? How d4 you chocfse the leaders of 
yotjr group? How do countries cfioosis their leaders?. United 
States and Canada? State or province? 



Activity^ 1 ■ ' , = • " • • 

:Though political par^^^^ yn;-ted States, 

Constitution they have come, almost from our country's earliest 
periody #-necess55py^^o<^^ 

parliamentary system, like the British, is built around the 
of political parties. , " ... . 

Both countrie >ave two major parties at the present time. 
;Minor parties have greater numbers representing them in the 
Canadian Parliament than, in the American .Congress . . 
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Democratic 
Republican ' 
i^raerican 
Conservative 



Liberal ' " . ' 

. ■ Progressive Conservat?ive " 
• New LJembcratic Party ■ 

Ralliement de Credistie • sociale 



of the Canadian parties are selected by 'a 
party caucus which is similar to the* United States political 

conyerrtjt^^ 



13 



United States. The leader of the majority party becomes the 
Prime Minister. He is an elected, member of the House of Commons 

' \ -s been elecj^ed froia a riding or .Constituency (like our 
Congijessipnai district). H^" is hot elected by the country as' a 
whdle. - . ■ ' ' " • , 

The leader of the iargest^mlnority party usua:lly becomes 
the Leader of Opposition i ■ . , ^ 

Having recently experiericed;^ 
pare the Canadian process with the American.- How do the two 
systems dif f er? 5?hi*s. mS^^ 

Activity 2 ' • ' ■ ■ ' ; ' ■ ,; ' . • - ; ' . ^ 
' ■ Canada- has* no set dates for national or provincial elections ^ 
As long as the Federal -Prime Minister or .the provincial premier 
( something like the American state governor) can win majority ^ 
votes in the Parliament or in the provincial legislative assem- • 
blies his'"party may remain in power. This can go on for only 

years, however,- and then, by law an election. must be called. 



The Prime Minister naturally wants to keep his government 
in power. For varied reasons he may call an election. 

The time between ihis announcement, to the. actual election is 
usually -six toKseve^^^^el^^ 

With this information write a paragraph compdring the ^ 



erIc; 



Canadian with the American election system. 



^ Objective 6. . • * * ' 

What is federalism? How does it work? What are the sim- 
ilarities between the two countries? - 



Activity ^- .r-— ; , ' ' . 

Both the United States and Can^ began- w^ political 
subdivisions were ^lolh^d:. The United; States w at the ; * 

merger of the i3 colonies in the days of the American Revolution. 
In Canada, the provinces of Novsi Scotia , New ,Bruns*rick, and East 
and \jest Canada (now Ontario and Quebec) .joined in 186:7. Each 
colony wlsned it o^ red;aij[i,:;l%s^^ 

the central national government. Federalism is the Joining oiP 
the several states into a: national ' government . The; same, process- 
occurred in Csmada. The states or provinces keep their own . 
identity. Thus there are two levels' of government (not "counting 
county or local). Thus you liv§- in . Maine which is a part of 
the United Statea .or in Nova Scotia which is a part of Canada. \ 



_ Each s'uate "or |)rOX^rii?ei^Mi|^^ 
officers , Biid^o^^it^i^^^ ' 
cajpltal. As you know the United States has its national or fed- 
eral "capital In a special area, the District of Columbia, - 
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■'Washington. Canada's capital, Ottawa, was selected by Queen . 
Victdria. .The states and provinces have responsibilities which 
are theirs alone • *There are other responsibilities which they 
share with the- national government. A third group of responsi-. 
bilities, the largest, are those which are assigned to the nation- 

. argc^ernment alone. 

As you are well aware, the Great Lakes: aref polluted. Who 
should clean theiu up - the state.S: of*the ;tJn:lt:ed^ Stat-^s bordering 
upon them or the neighbor^^^^ Yet other 

people in addition to those Mving ;ln riei^^^ states arid 

provinces -also prof it fr^^ the^^^G^^ the 

. St\ LaWi^ncje^ Se^M^ ^d /dS^^U^ 
pollution; ia the /Grf^ 

character qfc;^^^ ; ; 

5blying.'oth43; prb^ ^ ^ \ 

Activity 2 ' . , ^ / ' ■ ; . / ' - ■ . • " •. 

dapltai^ ^i^:tYii^;^i 

ment . Our sjb at e^%&:^va^;^^^^ ^^±§^i>^^^^^ - ^ 

the'^rpv£ric^Si,;lg^^ 
M^uteriant tGqVei^o^^^ 
premier, whjq^ls^ ^3Pefctid\^^^^ 
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After reading "The Provinces'' \n Canada, Gi ant of the North , 
p.. 58-59, list 10 responsibilities of the provinces. Look at* 
the United States Constitution^ Compare the provincial respvnsl- 
billtles with the states. 

Activity 3 "" ■ ' ■ ' 

Contrary to the hopes' of the" Pounding Fat liers of Canada, the 
provinces have inuch more power than . originally 'Iht end-. In the 
United States the opposli^e ;?itua^^ In spite 

of the^ pirobabl^ intent ^pf the IrAm^rica^^ founding ^tlier when^ 
writing the United States :Cphst;itu^^ 

has taken an_ ever Incr^^ This 
is^ cplideinaed somi^^nd^-:^^ o^^ this ; V 

is the . area pf-edud^tiMv - ' 

ohiy%^ the ^fed^rSlr^g60 

tipn.'^eyen^ ^it:-the^4oq^l;^ ^ /^^^ 

, This' IiAFi for exai^Ie^^JJ^ 
thd^ Federal ^^pye^nmSnfcc 

abput^ the f ed^^ly^ sppns^^^dA^^M^^g '^^ 

- Discuss : 'What- wp^^ 
states-^ to h:Wi^ ^he^fMo^a^ 
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